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REMARKS 

This reply is riled in response to the final Office action dated September 3, 2010. Claims 
1-7 and 17 are ) o . v ns 

Initially, Applicants would like to thank the Examiner lor the telephone interview with 

y-e ' ' x ; m on' . w~ 'd'n" - v > \ v v w e- t n ' c 

soie reference cited v 1 i Q c - s ^ e _ i e j < * 

"the content of a hydrophobe polymer in the outer surface" recited in claim i and should be 
calculated based on the method described in Applicants" reply filed on July 15, 2010. More 
speeificali ; Ex id 'that, given -that Saruliaslri diselos e 1 ? 

polymer and a hydrophobic polymer in the outer surface is 5-25%. the content of Sarnhashxs 

raass% recited in claim 1 . in other words, claim 1 is not anticipated by Sarohashi. At the end of 

u areph ^o the i sa Oi ce act o s fJedt 
summarize the discussion during the interview in writing, he will withdraw the soie anticipation 
rejection based on Saruhashi in the final Office action and will reopen prosecution. In addition, 
le Ex . . . Tpiieants es; ess arguments e reply a 

ovpedite prosec . us disc c e, the interview are s 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 6102(b) as anticipated by Saruhashi et aL JP 
' " - x, me- v l _ - e x vp _ 1 1 > Saruhashi 

ds-.-es -ret ' x v dxu , .mneet , m e ex xxlic polymer in the outer surface of a hollow fiber 
■rex'-: xe is 2 5 x- 5-, x.x^ . as repu; ;J y eh im 1 Thus, chart 1 is 'ret enaeipated by 
Sanmashi. 

. v. ^ t ^ m presvin 

application refers to Saruhashi as ''Patent Ixteratnre 10" and states that this reference discloses a 
) dc g e ratio of the hydrophiiic 

^ 1 . O v. -. - __dd % - >- 

x > v <. - 1 cXm n ^. -iue ^ 

graphs - e spec! ft c a graj 

5 e^ e e 3 xi es t 



J s osec > obleni: the membranes discloss 

Saruhashi have lower compatibility with the physiological salt solution and therefore lower 

" 1 Og vo.g V _ V v V W - 

- x Cm pec ilea - i 

Onuac ow ^ " v v v. n v 

v s i i w er surface of a memb 

overcome. Specifically, the present application teaches in paragraph [0033] thai 

v 1 s. ^ v x ic 

membrane is less than 25 mass %, the content , e eo ^ "c* , 

whole of the membrane, particularly on the inner surface of the membrane 
w <u- v - ^ dice wow w e ood oi i re 

vei lr o 

ceoaci j w, ; hoc oe .w 

"When the content of the hydrophihe polymer on the outer surface of the 
membrane exceeds 50 mass %, endotoxins in the diaiysing fluid may more and 

a e poss - s ate into the blood co tact side o the membrane which n > 
induce side effects such as fevers, etc. Further, the hollow fiber membranes stick 
to one another due io the hydrophihe polymer present on the outer surfaces of the 

~" v ruyancs are bene . ec „ if eo wet en m w s - 

'Thus, the present application teaches that controlling the content of the hydrophihe polymer in 
fomw- w.w a w - we , ^ w- ^ ^ ^ - wow ^dw 

membra, e , v ^. •* s ee ^ Ov mentor tie, 

which u a- no' ach wf b; ow owe a: w i -closed in Samhashi. 

Further, the membrane recited in claim 1 has the .following characteristic: die difference 
ww.wwww mice of the 

extracted solutions from the hollow fiber membranes is not larger than 0.05. The present 
e c 046 

^ etc v ^ N s, ww, - c ww - c e,a.c 

es o g v g 

bundle of hollow fiber membranes, which would give adverse influence on the 
sticking of the membranes, can be inhibited. ... the problem of the partial sticking 
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of the hollow fiber membranes, which would be caused in the lengthwise 
direction of the bundle and which has never been solved so far as described 
above, can be solved/' 

Sari 1 as li does i ^ N _ - J ^ ^ _ ^ ^ 

Thus, for at least the reasons set forth above, claim 1 would not have been obvious over 
Saruhashi. 

. o snow n cor on ! c _e „ u v:uv 

\ O CiWl \» a ^ - ^ e ^ v 

Examine! n. ^ concede other comments of the Examiner; and (b) made 

~ w . rs does not mean that there are not other good 

reasons for me patentability of those claims and other claims. 

Please apply any other charges to deposit account 06-1050, -em vh \ eme\ 
Docket No. 19461-0004US1. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Tony Zhang. Ph.D. 
Reg' No. 1,0256 

(u.uvmr. Narve N 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Telephone: (212)765-5070 
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945 
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